
Implementation Agreements: 
 
In order to implement multimunicipal comprehensive plans, counties and municipalities shall have 
authority to enter into intergovernmental cooperative agreements. 
 
Cooperative implementation agreements between a county and one or more municipalities shall: 
 
(1) Establish the process that the participating municipalities will use to achieve general consistency 

between the county or multimunicipal comprehensive plan and zoning ordinances, subdivision 
and land development and capital improvement plans within participating municipalities, 
including adoption of conforming ordinances by participating municipalities within two years 
and a mechanism for resolving disputes over the interpretation of the multimunicipal 
comprehensive plan and the consistency of implementing plans and ordinances. 

 
(2) Establish a process for review and approval of developments of regional significance and impact 

that are proposed within any participating municipality. Subdivision and land development 
approval powers under this act shall only be exercised by the municipality in which the property 
where the approval is sought.  Under no circumstances shall a subdivision or land development 
applicant be required to undergo more than one approval process. 

 
(3) Establish the role and responsibilities of participating municipalities with respect to 

implementation of the plan, including the provision of public infrastructure services within 
participating municipalities, the provision of affordable housing, and purchase of real property, 
including rights-of-way and easements. 

 
(4) Require a yearly report by participating municipalities to the county planning agency and by the 

county planning agency to the participating municipalities concerning activities carried out 
pursuant to the agreement during the previous year.  Such reports shall include summaries of 
public infrastructure needs in growth areas and progress toward meeting those needs through 
capital improvement plans and implementing actions, and reports on development applications 
and dispositions for residential, commercial, and industrial development in each participating 
municipality for the purpose of evaluating the extent of provision for all categories of use and 
housing for all income levels within the region of the plan. 

 
(5) Describe any other duties and responsibilities as may be agreed upon by the parties. 
 
Cooperative implementation agreements may designate growth areas, future growth areas and rural 
resource areas within the plan. The agreement shall also provide a process for amending the 
multimunicipal comprehensive plan and redefining the designated growth area, future growth area and 
rural resource area within the plan. 
 
Legal Effect: 
 
Where municipalities have adopted a county plan or a multimunicipal plan is adopted under this article 
and the participating municipalities have conformed their local plans and ordinances to the county or 
multimunicipal plan by implementing cooperative agreements and adopting appropriate resolutions and 
ordinances, the following shall apply: 
 



1. Where municipalities have adopted a multimunicipal comprehensive plan pursuant to Article XI 
but have not adopted a joint municipal ordinance pursuant to Article VIII-A and all municipalities 
participating in the multimunicipal comprehensive plan have adopted and are administering 
zoning ordinances generally consistent with the provisions of the multimunicipal comprehensive 
plan, and a challenge is brought to the validity of a zoning ordinance of a participating 
municipality involving a proposed use, then the zoning hearing board or governing body, as the 
case may be, shall consider the availability of uses under zoning ordinances within the 
municipalities participating in the multimunicipal comprehensive plan within a reasonable 
geographic area and shall not limit its consideration to the application of the zoning ordinance 
on the municipality whose zoning ordinance is being challenged. 

 
2. Where municipalities have adopted a joint municipal comprehensive plan and enacted a zoning 

ordinance or ordinances consistent with the joint municipal comprehensive plan within a region 
pursuant to Articles VIII-A and XI, the court, when determining the validity of a challenge to such 
a municipality's zoning ordinance, shall consider the zoning ordinance or ordinances as they 
apply to the entire region and shall not limit its consideration to the application of the zoning 
ordinance within the boundaries of the respective municipalities. 

 
3. Where municipalities have adopted a multimunicipal comprehensive plan pursuant to Article XI 

but have not adopted a joint municipal ordinance pursuant to Article VIII-A and all municipalities 
participating in the multimunicipal comprehensive plan have adopted and are administrating 
zoning ordinances generally consistent with the provisions of the multimunicipal comprehensive 
plan, and a challenge is brought to the validity of a zoning ordinance of a participating 
municipality involving a proposed use, then the court shall consider the availability of uses 
under zoning ordinances within the municipalities participating in the multimunicipal 
comprehensive plan within a reasonable geographic area and shall not limit its consideration to 
the application of the zoning ordinance on the municipality whose zoning ordinance is being 
challenged. 

 
4. State agencies shall consider and may rely upon comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances 

when reviewing applications for the funding or permitting of infrastructure or facilities. 
 
5. State agencies shall consider and may give priority consideration to applications for financial or 

technical assistance for projects consistent with the county or multimunicipal plan. 
 


